The current study investigated the relationship between problematic Internet use and levels of loneliness among 311 distance education students. "The Problematic Internet Use Scale" and "UCLA-Loneliness Scale III" were used to collect the data. Independentsamples t-test and one-way ANOVA were conducted to examine the differences; and correlation and regression analyses were used to examine the relationships between variables. Findings revealed that male students' use of the Internet was more problematic compared to female students'. As the time spent on the Internet increased, so did the problematic Internet use levels. In addition, the problematic Internet use levels of students varied with regard to marital status and not varied regard to their ages. A significant relationship was found between the level of problematic Internet use and loneliness, and loneliness was found to be among the predictors of problematic Internet use. Implications and suggestions for further research are provided.
INTRODUCTION
In the early 1960s, due to the increasing significant of computers in sharing information, the Internet emerged through ARPANET, which was a military and scientific project. In the last 50 years, the Internet has rapidly spread worldwide and has become the most important information and communication technology Ceyhan and Ceyhan (2008) conducted a research on 589 university students and found that loneliness is the most effective variable in determining problematic Internet use. This variable was followed by depression and computer self-efficacy. Odacı and Kalkan's (2010) research on problematic Internet use, loneliness and social interaction anxiety of university students identified a significant and positive relationship between problematic Internet use and loneliness. Caplan (2007) found that loneliness and the perceived social benefits of online communication are two significant predictors of problematic Internet use among university students.
Purpose of the study Although the literature is rich with studies focusing on problematic Internet use, so far no study dealt with distance education students and their possible problematic use of Internet and examined this issue in terms of several variables. In Turkey, there are approximately two million distance education students. In consideration of TSI (2012) data showing that Internet use is increasing day by day, it has become significant to identify possible problematic Internet use of distance education students who use Internet more frequently than formal education students. In this context, the main purpose of this research is to identify the relationship between the problematic Internet use levels of distance education students and the demographic variables and their level of loneliness. In this context, the study seeks answers to the following questions: ( 
Data Collection and Analysis
The data were obtained from 327 students who participated in survey before the final exam in May 2012. The survey was made online. The students were provided information about the research topic and data collection tools prior to the survey. Then it was emphasized that the survey was voluntary. Next, the questions were answered approximately in 15 minutes. Before the data analysis, data input was verified and distribution of variables was tested whether they are compatible with the normality. Z score values were calculated whether the scores of the students were outliers. It was found that data of 11 students were outliers. In addition, the data obtained from 5 students, who did not properly fill data collection tools, were removed. The final sample of the research was 311 students. Prior to analysis, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test was applied in order to check whether the distribution of data was normal. The result of the test was p>.05 for the variables and the distribution was found normal. In analysing data, the study benefited from descriptive statistics, t test and the single factor variance analysis (ANOVA) test. The Pearson correlation coefficient was used in order to determine the relationship between the scales. The level of significance in these comparisons was accepted as .05. 
FINDINGS

DISCUSSIONS and CONCLUSION
In this research, the relationship between problematic Internet use levels of distance education university students and their demographic characteristics and loneliness levels. Initial research findings showed that problematic Internet use levels of male students are higher than problematic Internet use levels of female students. This study has several limitations. One major limitation is that the research findings are restricted to distance education students who constituted the research's population. As each university has a distinctive academic and social structure, it would be better to conduct future studies with distance education students of different universities and findings should be evaluated in this context. Another limitation of the study is that findings are based on students' own opinions and choices. Further studies analyzing the interaction between problematic Internet use of distance education students and their loneliness levels by adding different variables or scales would add a new dimension to the current study.
This finding is
